Bill protects members of public who help in emergencies

PUTRAJAYA: The Pre-Hospital Care Bill is
expected to be tabled in Parliament by
early next year, said Health Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad.

He said the Health Ministry (MOH) is
drafting this Bill, which would include ele-
ments of a Good Samaritan law to protect
members of the public who assist in emer-
gencies from legal repercussions.
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“This is something I've been advocating
since my first term, and we are now look-
ing into it.

“The MOH’s Medical Development Divi-
sion and the Legal Affairs Division
(BHEUU) are looking at how we can
amplify and encourage members of the
public who have certified skills to confi-
dently step forward and carry out life-sav-

ing  interventions critical
moments,” he said.

Dzulkefly was speaking to the media
after the handover ceremony of 210 auto-
mated external defibrillators (AEDs)
donated by g9 Speedmart Sdn Bhd here,
Tuesday.

He said the matter is part of his com-
mitment to Malaysians, aimed at encour-
aging the public to assist in emergencies
without fear of being sued or facing legal
action.

“This is a commitment [ want and that
the ministry is determined to carry out. We
hope this bill will be tabled sometime at
the end of this year or early next year,” he
said.

Dzulkefly said the MOH encourages the
installation of AEDs in public areas as part
of community preparedness efforts and to
ensure easy access to the devices during
(f]'l'lL‘l‘g(f]'lL’lL‘.‘i.

“Studies have shown that the use of an
AED within three to five minutes after a
cardiac arrest can increase survival rates by
up to 50 to 70 per cent,” he said.
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